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Purpose of the Report 
The purpose of this report is to provide the Faculty of Medicine senior leadership team with a high-level 
overview of the Medicine Partnership Engagements that are occurring in Semester 2, 2019, as part of the 
UQ Student-Staff Partnership Projects program.  

Context 
In 2017, the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic) approved Student Strategy funding for a large-scale 
implementation of Student-Staff Partnership Projects. Student-Staff Partnership Projects aim to create a 
cultural transformation at UQ where students and staff connect as equal partners and collaborators on 
projects that seek to enhance the student experience at UQ. In May 2018, the initiative commenced and led 
to the engagement of 337 Student Partners and 199 Staff Partners from across the University. An end of 
year report can be accessed here. Further information on this program can be found here. 

There are three streams of partnership project engagements: (1) Governance and Strategy, (2) Student 
Experience and (3) Teaching and Learning. More information on these streams, including case studies, can 
be found here.  

Student-Staff Partnership Engagements at UQ: Semester 2, 
2019  
In Semester 2, 2019, two rounds were facilitated for Student and Staff Partners to engage in partnership 
projects, these rounds are called: “Round 2” and “Just-in-time Round 2”. From December 2018 to May 2019, 
students and staff were invited to submit their partnership project ideas. These submissions were then 
reviewed by the Partnerships Team to ensure that they aligned with the aims and purpose of the initiative. 
These aims include:  

• The engagement represents an authentic partnership and is underpinned by the ethos and values of 
partnership (e.g. mutual respect, reciprocity, shared responsibility) 

• Opportunities are provided for Student Partners to contribute to the intellectual design/development 
of the engagement; and  

• The activity seeks to enhance the student experience on a broad scale (e.g. affecting a cohort of 
students across a course, program, faculty or University-wide).  

Across the two rounds in Semester 2, the Partnerships Team approved 78 partnership projects, equating to 
282 student partner engagements and 205 staff partner engagements (102 academic and 103 professional). 
Of these 78 partnership projects, 2 were in the Governance and Strategy stream, 36 in the Student 
Experience stream and 40 in the Teaching and Learning stream.  

Approximately 31% of Student Partners are undertaking postgraduate studies (coursework or research), and 
27% of Student Partners are international students. Five students identified as of Aboriginal and/or Torres 
Strait Islander descent.   

https://employability.uq.edu.au/files/67413/Student%20Staff%20Partnership%20Project%202018%20End%20of%20Year%20Report.pdf
https://employability.uq.edu.au/student-staff-partnerships
https://employability.uq.edu.au/SSP-Project-Streams


 

Faculty of Medicine Partnership Engagements Snapshot, Prepared 19 September 2019 3 
 

 
Figure 1: Number of Student-Staff Partnership Projects across Faculties and Units at UQ in 2019.1 

Medicine Partnership Engagements Update – Semester 2, 
2019 
In total, 11 partnership projects based within the Medicine Faculty have been approved for Semester 2, 
2019, equating to 43 Student Partners who are currently supported through Partnership grants.  

Commenting on the impact of engaging in partnership, Staff Partner Rebecca Johnson noted:  

 

Brief descriptions of the 11 Medicine partnership projects, and staff involved, are shown in Table 1.  

  

                                                      
1 Note: CAI refers to the Centre for Advanced Imaging.  

19
12

23

57

24
19

2 1 1 5 2 2
9

0
10
20
30
40
50
60

2019 UQ Partnership Engagements
by Faculty/Unit

This semester we have undertaken a Student Staff Partnership project investigating the 
ways in which we can better support and engage the large proportion of external 
postgraduate coursework students we have in the School. By engaging with our 
committed Student Partners on this project, we have been able to gain far better 

insights into the student experience and capture the voice of our student cohort through 
the facilitation of student-led focus groups. Our Student Partners have also valued the 
opportunity to further develop their research skills – including literature reviews, data 

collection & analyses – and intend to co-author a peer-reviewed paper with the findings 
of this project, further strengthening student voice in the effective design and delivery of 

teaching and learning in Higher Education. 
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Table 1: Medicine Partnership Engagements - Semester 2, 2019  

Staff Partners Title of project Aims Deliverables Number of 
student partners 
engaged in 
project 

Clare Aland, 
Glenda Gobe, 
Mark Midwinter, 
Carolyn Cluderay 
& Charlotte Young  

Developing a digital 
microscopy resource 
for biomedical science 
research students 

This partnership aims to develop a flexible user-
friendly online modular histology teaching resource 
that can be used as a resource for existing 
classroom-based histology teaching, and for 
research students.  

This partnership will conduct an audit and 
identify the gaps in existing online histology 
resources, and co-create a unique online 
histology resource for UQ students and staff.  

3 

Peter Baker, 
Rhiannon 
Maynes, Ari 
Afflekt & Sandra 
Thwaites 

UQ2U PUBH7630 
Course Development 

PUBH7630 has been selected as a UQ2U project 
this semester and will be transformed to deliver 
high-quality, active, online and on-campus learning 
experiences that meet the needs of today’s 
students. The aim of this partnership is to 
incorporate student perspectives into what works 
well and what elements should be improved.  

This partnership will elicit student 
perspectives on all aspects of the course 
through feedback sessions and the co-
production of short tip screencast / pen 
videos to explain difficult concepts and clarify 
common errors. Finally, partners will conduct 
beta-testing of new online course materials 
prior to delivery in 2020.  

4 

Judit Kibedi, 
Prasad Chunduri, 
Lesley Lluka, 
Liam Stewart, 
Stephanie David & 
Daniel Andrews 

Student-staff 
partnership review and 
redesign of BIOL1040 
and BIOM1051 for 
delivery as a UQ2U 
course in 2020 

BIOL1040 and BIOM1051 are large (250+) first 
year biology courses undertaken by science, 
pharmacy, dentistry and occupational health 
students as a core subject in their program. The 
UQ2U initiative has identified these courses as 
candidates for blended transformation, providing 
opportunities for staff and previously enrolled 
students to collaborate in the review, enhancement 
and redesign of the course curricula and delivery.  

This project will lead to a full audit of current 
course materials, to identify existing 
resources that successfully support core 
learning objectives as informed by students-
partners’ previous experiences in the course, 
as well as areas that require re-development 
or acquisition of new materials to support 
content delivery. Where new resources are 
identified, the project team expects that these 
may include the co-creation of media such as 
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This project aims to harness students’ experiences, 
perspectives and expertise in partnership with staff, 
to review the current model of course design and 
delivery. 

animations or videos, formative assessment 
and/or interactive, adaptive modules to better 
prepare and support future students 
throughout their learning in the courses. 

Nathan Chye & 
Vinu Verghis  

Medical Peer Support 
Program 

Medicine at UQ is a mentally, and at times 
emotionally, intense course that may place students 
at a greater risk of mental health issues than 
students from other disciplines. A study of 892 
medical students found that 25% experience severe 
stress during their studies whereas a study of 728 
students from other disciplines found that only 9.5% 
experienced severe stress. This discrepancy may 
be attributed to the difficulty of adjusting to the 
academically demanding medical program. Whilst 
UQ does provide central counselling support, 
various studies have indicated that students are 
more likely to access peer support rather than 
professional services.  

This partnership project will establish a peer 
support network that will be available to UQ 
medical students. Students can sign up to the 
service and a trained peer supporter (medical 
school peer) will organise to meet up with the 
student. This partnership will involve the co-
development of this program, including 
guidelines for peers (including 
recommendations to participate in the Mental 
Health First Aid (MHFA) Australia course, 
and the creation of a position description for 
the peer guides).  

4 

Phoebe Cleland, 
Karen Shelley & 
Rebecca Johnson 

Development of 
Master of Public 
Health Placement 
Course 

Students that have undertaken the Master of Public 
Health (MPH) program have provided feedback that 
there was a lack of opportunities to gain 
professional experience as there was no placement 
course available. In 2015, a program review of MPH 
recommended for a practicum/placement course be 
added to the program to give students the 
opportunity to put the skills and knowledge that they 
have learnt during their study into practice. The aim 
of this partnership project is to increase the 
employability of MPH students taking the Public 
Health Placement Course. 

This partnership project will co-develop the 
assessment and teaching content that will 
specifically focus on the employability skill 
development of students undertaking MPH. 
Assessment items will be comprised of 
reflective journals, supervisor evaluation, 
project reports and a presentation on the 
placement project.  
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Ashlee Forster, 
Sharee Stedman, 
Venkat Reddy, 
Belinda Swyny, 
Benjamin Barry & 
Kirsty Forster  

Enhancing student 
preparedness for 
major clinical skills 
examinations within 
the MD Program 

This partnership seeks to understand student 
perceptions of current high-stakes clinical 
examinations in the MD program, and understand 
methods of student preparation for these 
examinations. The overall aim of this project is to 
enhance student preparedness for major clinical 
examinations and identify the learning activities, 
assessments, strategies and resources that will 
best prepare students for these examinations.  

The partnership team will co-develop a report 
that outlines the current state of student 
perceptions/views of clinical examinations 
appropriate to their year level, preparation 
methods used and practical 
recommendations for enhancing student 
preparedness for clinical examinations.  

5 

Paul Gardiner, 
Angela 
Brandenburg, Liza 
Fitzgerald & 
Simone Austin  

Improving LGBTIAQ+ 
Education in Health 
Care 

The aim of this partnership is to improve the 
experience of LGBTQI+ people in the healthcare 
system through reviewing LGBTQI+ related content 
in the UQ medical school and recommending 
changes to improve education outcomes.  

This partnership will present an overview and 
recommendations on LGBTQI+ education to 
the Faculty of Medicine and create a 
repository of resources to assist with 
improving the quality of education on 
LGBTQI+ issues. 

4 

Rebecca 
Johnson, Anna 
Finnane, Megan 
Ferguson, Marina 
Reeves & Francis 
Nova   

Engaging our 
externals: Investigating 
opportunities to 
enhance the student 
experience in mixed-
delivery courses 

The School of Public Health (SPH) offers numerous 
postgraduate programs, with over 55% of students 
enrolled in some form of external or flexible 
delivery. The aim of this partnership is to conduct a 
scoping investigation to determine what is currently 
working well for external students in SPH, along 
with ways in which pedagogy and assessment can 
be mobilised to enhance student engagement and 
connection for external students. Findings from this 
partnership will enable Postgraduate Course 
Coordinators in SPH (and the broader UQ teaching 
community) to better design courses and programs 
to cater for the unique learning environments of 
external students.  

This partnership will develop a range of 
recommendations on pedagogical strategies 
to incorporate within mixed-delivery courses 
to enable Course Coordinators to greater 
engage with external students. It is 
anticipated that key findings and 
recommendations will be published to 
contribute to current understandings of 
engaging with external students.  
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Judit Kibedi, 
Stephen 
Anderson, 
Bradley 
Launikonis, Liam 
Stewart, Daniel 
Andrews & 
Sandra Thwaites  

Partnering students 
and staff in the review 
and re-design of 
BIOM2011 as a 
blended course 

BIOM2011 is a core subject in the Bachelor of 
Science/Biomedical Science program undertaken 
by ~600 students each year. The UQ2U initiative 
has identified this course for blended 
transformation, providing opportunities for staff and 
previously enrolled students to collaborate in the 
review, enhancement and redesign of the course 
curricula and blended delivery through online and 
face-to-face (F2F) learning activities. This project 
aims to harness students’ experiences, 
perspectives and expertise in partnership with staff, 
to transform the current course format (traditional 
F2F lectures and practicals) into a blended course. 

This partnership will co-create student-
designed:  

• Novel, interactive learning materials 
which are tailored to suit a variety of 
active learning styles, such as visual 
(through diagrams, schematics and 
videos), auditory (through videos and 
face-to-face discussions), 
kinaesthetic (through practicals) and 
the traditional reading and writing. 

• New formative assessment items 
within online modules that target 
student learning in the domains of 
knowledge, comprehension, and 
application (Bloom’s taxonomy). 

• F2F activities that target students’ 
understanding of, and development 
in, scientific writing, and engagement 
with feedback that drives the 
acquisition of these skills. 

4 

Judit Kibedi, 
Stephen 
Anderson, 
Bradley 
Launikonis, Liam 
Stewart, Daniel 
Andrews & 
Sandra Thwaites 

Partnering students 
and staff in the review 
and re-design of 
BIOM2013 as a 
blended course. 

BIOM2013 is a core subject in the Bachelor of 
Advanced Science (honours) program undertaken 
by ~50 students each year. The UQ2U initiative has 
identified this course for blended transformation, 
providing opportunities for staff and previously 
enrolled students to collaborate in the review, 
enhancement and redesign of the course curricula 
and blended delivery through online and face-to-
face (F2F) learning activities. This project aims to 

This partnership will co-create student-
designed:  

• Novel, interactive learning materials 
which are tailored to suit a variety of 
active learning styles, such as visual 
(through diagrams, schematics and 
videos), auditory (through videos and 
face-to-face discussions), 
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harness students’ experiences, perspectives and 
expertise in partnership with staff, to transform the 
current course format (traditional F2F lectures and 
practicals) into a blended course. 

kinaesthetic (through practicals) and 
the traditional reading and writing. 

• New formative assessment items 
within online modules that target 
student learning in the domains of 
knowledge, comprehension, and 
application (Bloom’s taxonomy). 

• F2F activities that target students’ 
understanding of, and development 
in, scientific writing, and engagement 
with feedback that drives the 
acquisition of these skills. 

Karen Shelley, 
Andrew Smirnov, 
Coral Gartner & 
Sheleigh Lawler  

Standing on the 
outside looking in: 
considering ways to 
better engage external 
students in the School 
of Public Health 

The School of Public Health offers postgraduate 
programs in the Master of Public Health and Master 
of Epidemiology in both internal and external 
modes. In Semester 1 2019, over 55% of 
postgraduate enrolments were involved in some 
form of external or flexible delivery. The aim of this 
project is to conduct a scoping exercise to 
determine what factors enable and constrain 
engagement for external students, along with ways 
in which curriculum, associated pedagogy and 
assessment can be mobilised to enhance 
engagement and connection for external students.  

Expected outputs of this research project will 
be a series of recommendations on 
pedagogical strategies to incorporate within 
courses offered in external mode to enable 
Course Coordinators, lecturers and tutors to 
better engage external students. It is 
anticipated that key findings and 
recommendations will be published to 
contribute to current understandings of 
engaging with external students. 
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How you can support this program 
There are a range of ways in which you can support and champion the students and staff involved in this 
program, some examples include:  

• Congratulate the Staff and Student Partners within your Faculty/School for their innovative 
contribution to the curriculum and broader student experience;  

• Invite Student or Staff Partners to present at School or Faculty meetings on their innovations;  

• Continue to infuse the values and ethos of partnership throughout all engagement with students 
(through showcasing mutual respect, bringing students along the journey in co-constructing 
knowledge, and through supporting student representatives);  

• Attend the Student-Staff Partnerships Celebration (22 October) to support Faculty students and staff. 
Register here;    

• Submit Partnership Project ideas for 2020 here and encourage staff to engage in partnership;  

• Attend the UQ Student-Staff Partnerships Showcase: 30 September, 9am – 4pm. Register here.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://employability.uq.edu.au/student-staff-partnerships-student-representation
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/student-staff-partnerships-semester-2-2019-celebration-tickets-63950529756
https://studenthub.uq.edu.au/Form.aspx?id=2589563
https://employability.uq.edu.au/uq-student-staff-partnerships-showcase
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Contact details 

Madelaine-Marie Judd, Student Partners Advisor 

T +61 7 3443 1385 
E m.judd@uq.edu.au 
W https://employability.uq.edu.au/student-staff-partnerships  

CRICOS Provider Number 00025B 

mailto:m.judd@uq.edu.au
https://employability.uq.edu.au/student-staff-partnerships
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