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LEGISLATION & CODES

Work Health and Safety Act 2011

• Imposes obligations on people at workplaces to ensure workplace health & 
safety

Work Health and Safety Regulations 2011

• If there is a regulation about a risk, you must do what the regulations says

Codes of Practice

• If there is a Code of Practice, you must either:

• Do what the Code says; or

• Adopt and follow another way that gives the same level of protection

Local Policies, Procedures, Guidelines



OHS RESPONSIBILITIES

• https://ppl.app.uq.edu.au/content/2.10.04-staff-responsibilities-

occupational-health-and-safety

– Comply with safe working procedures

– Use of appropriate personal protective equipment and safety systems

– Assist with the preparation of risk assessments

– Report OH&S

https://ppl.app.uq.edu.au/content/2.10.04-staff-responsibilities-occupational-health-and-safety


MAXIMUM PENALTIES

• Three categories of offences:

– Category 1: recklessly expose a person to 

risk of death or serious injury or illness

• 30000 PU corporation, 6000 PU officers, 3000 PU workers or

• 5 years imprisonment

– Category 2: expose a person to risk of death or serious injury or illness 

(without recklessness)

• 15000 PU corporations, 3000 PU officers, 1500 PU workers

– Category 3: fails to comply with WH&S duty

• 5000 PU corporations, 1000 PU officers, 500 PU workers



UQ PPL

• https://ppl.app.uq.edu.au/content/2.-workplace-health-and-safety

https://ppl.app.uq.edu.au/content/2.-workplace-health-and-safety


UQ OHS DIVISION

• http://uq.edu.au/ohs/

http://uq.edu.au/ohs/


RISK MANAGEMENT

• http://uq.edu.au/ohs/index.html?page=29960

http://uq.edu.au/ohs/index.html?page=29960


INCIDENT REPORTING

• https://www.riskcloud.net/prod/?ccode=642

https://www.riskcloud.net/prod/?ccode=642


CHEMWATCH FFX

• http://www.uq.edu.au/ohs/?page=231749

http://www.uq.edu.au/ohs/?page=231749


EMERGENCY

• Locate in your work area: 

• First aid cabinets 

• Fire extinguishers

• Break glass alarms

• Emergency evacuation diagrams

• Egress routes and exits

• Emergency assembly areas



FIRE EMERGENCY

• R.A.C.E. 

– Remove people from immediate danger

– Activate manual fire alarms (break glass) 

Call the emergency number for your area:

• UQ 3365 3333

• PAH 3176 6666

• RBH 000 or 3646 5188

• External sites 000

• and alert nearby staff  

– Confine fire or smoke, but don’t close windows that have opened

– Extinguish if safe to do so, if not prepare to Evacuate



EVACUATION

• Warning or Alert Alarm (blat, blat, blat)

– Check your area for fire, smoke, etc.

– Prepare to evacuate

– Take valuables and keys 

• Evacuation Alarm (woop, woop)

– Assist disabled or persons with special needs to the fire stairs

– Exit building by nearest exit, follow wardens instructions

– Do not use the lift

– Assemble in your designated assembly area.



MEDICAL ATTENTION

• Local First Aid Officer/Volunteer

• St Lucia Medical Centre (Dr Tony Arklay)

– healthservice@uq.edu.au 

– +61 (7) 3365 6210

• UQ Healthcare Super Clinic at PACE

– +61 (7) 3346 1122 

• Hospital Emergency Department

• Local GP

• Ensure you submit one incident report for UQ and another for the 

teaching partner (e.g., Queensland Health) if required.



CONTAMINATED SHARPS



SHARPS

• Sharps such as 

– needles

– blades

– syringes

– Glass pipettes 

• must be discarded into a sharps container

• Scalpel blades should be removed & disposed of via a no-touch 

remover such as a Qlicksmart device



CLINICAL WASTE

– Yellow bins and liners

– Waste contaminated with 

potentially infectious 

biological material.

– Genetically modified material. 

– At UQ sites “Perceived 

contaminated” waste should 

be treated as clinical waste 

and must not be discarded to 

general waste. 

– This varies at other sites so 

check the local procedures.

– NO SHARPS!



QUESTIONS

Deon Knight

OHS Manager

deon.knight@uq.edu.au

0419524362

mailto:deon.knight@uq.edu.au


THANK YOU


